REFLECTED BITTERNESS: 

The following comparison is based on the plays “ Waiting for Godot”, by Samuel Beckett (1906-1989) and “ Look Back in Anger”, by John Osborne(1929- 1994). 

My main idea is to compare and contrast a character that both plays have in common. The characters I ´m referring to are: Vladimir, of Beckett ´s play and Jimmy, of Osborne´ s play. 

Firstly, I wanted to mention the influence of a relevant literary movement: absurd theatre among these authors. As a result, both characters reflect the bitterness of their lives.

Beckett shows  the absurd theatre in “Waiting for Godot”, while Osborne in “ Look Back in Anger” is influenced by the absurd theatre, but he doesn´t reflect it as deeply as Beckett.
 “Waiting for Godot” is a tragicomedy that is about two men, Estragon and Vladimir who  are waiting for Godot,  who never appears and while they are waiting for him they talk about a lot of absurd and illogical things. 
“Look Back in Anger” is  drama about a marriage who lives moments of love and coldness.

 In “Waiting for Godot” there are five characters: Estragon, Vladimir, Lucky, Pozzo and a boy. In “Look Back in Anger” the characters are, also, five: Jimmy Porter ( the husband), Alison (the wife), Cliff Lewis (their friend), Helena (friend of her) and the Colonel (Alison ´s father).

I ´m  going to talk about Vladimir and Jimmy because they are similar respect their role in the plays.

 The characters of Vladimir and Jimmy are very similar in the sense which each one of them predominate in their own situation and context.

 On one hand, Vladimir seems to  take the authoritarian role respect to Estragon: 

 “ Vladimir: When I think of it… all these years… but for me…where would you be…? You ´d be nothing more than a little heap of bones”. “Boots must be taken off every day, I ´m tired telling you that. Why don’t you listen to me?. “ Estragon: There are times when I wonder if it wouldn´t be better for us to part. Vladimir: You wouldn´t go far.”

Also Vladimir is showed like more intelligent than Estragon, who is a few ignorant. Vladimir knows the Gospels, for example, and Estragon doesn´t: “ Vladimir: Did you ever read the Bible?; Estragon: The Bible…I must have taken a look at it; Vladimir: Do you remember the Gospels?; Estragon: I remember the maps of the Holy Land(…); Vladimir: the two thieves. Do you remember the story?; Estragon: No ; Vladimir: Two thieves , crucified at the same time as our Saviour; Estragon: Our what?” etc.

On the other hand, Jimmy is the other authoritarian character, he is a violent person with a strong character, who has a bad sense of humour and makes few friends. In fact, he argues a lot with her wife Alison, and he is unfaithful to her . He reflects clearly the typical man of  author ´s society that is predominantly male chauvinist and violent. This characteristic behaviour is expressed, in “ Look Back in Anger”, like a consequence of  the bad moments that happened at the time of the author: the horror of the wars, the hungry, etc. In general, is characteristic the pessimist behaviour of the society like a result of all this. 
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