READING CARD:

PREAMBLE: 
Author: Samuel Beckett. (1906-1989) Poet, novelist and a important dramatist of the absurd theatre who was born in Ireland. 

Title: “Waiting for Godot”. 

Subtitle: This play is a  tragicomedy in two acts. 
Publishing: “faber and faber”.

Year of publication: Written and published in 1952.  

First published by “ faber and faber” in 1956.
Place of publication: 3 Queen Square London.

DRAMATIS PERSONAE: The characters are five:

Estragon:  He is a beggar who is waiting for Godot. He is wearing boots and a hat.

Vladimir: Like Estragon, he is a beggar and he is waiting for Godot. He also wears a hat. He is authoritarian respect to Estragon.

 Pozzo: Estragon and Vladimir, first, think Pozzo is Mr Godot but he isn ´t. He is blind only at the second act. He is an impertinent person and he mistreats to Lucky. He smokes in pipe.

Lucky:  He is  Pozzo´s servant and he is insulted and mistreated by Pozzo. Lucky is tied by the neck with a rope that is taken by Pozzo and he carries a suitcase, a chair and a basket with food for Pozzo. He is dumb at the second act.

A boy: He only appears at the end of each act and he announces to Estragon and Vladimir that Godot will come the following day.
 PLOT:
Vladimir and Estragon are waiting  for Godot  under a tree in a country road. They only know Godot will come the following day, as it is announced by a boy, but Godot never arrives. While they are waiting for him, they meet to Pozzo and his servant Lucky.

SCENERY: A tree in a country road.

TIME: It isn´t specified  but  we understand the story takes place in  the time  of  the author. The story takes place in two followed days.

CRITIC: “ Waiting for Godot” is considered a masterpiece, in fact, the masterpiece of Samuel Beckett in opinion of the majority of critics, and it is one of the most important models of the absurd theatre.            

PERSONAL OPINION: 

On one hand, in my opinion “ Waiting for Godot” is an entertaining play because this play has short and funny sentences. The use of some expressions converts the story into an enjoyable moment of reading time. I like “ Waiting for Godot” a lot because I have learned the meaning of the absurd theatre at the same time I have laughed with it. 

On the other hand, I think Vladimir and Estragon are represented like the two thieves of the New Testament ( “ Vladimir:…the two thieves. Do you remember the story?…Two thieves, crucified at the same time as our Saviour.”) and Godot is like God, because it is like the lives of Vladimir and Estragon depend on Godot , who is described, precisely, in this way: “ Vladimir: Has he a beard, Mr. Godot?; Boy: Yes, sir; Vladimir: Fair or… black?; Boy: I think it ´s white, sir.” They are waiting for Godot who never arrives, that is, I think Beckett tell us that humans  are waiting for God, who doesn´t present in the face of us.
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