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GROUP: A
The  Kitchen, by Arnold Wesker

·Author: Arnold Wesker.
·Title: The Kitchen.
·First performed on 13th September 1959.
·Editorial:

·Dramatis personae:


-Frank: Second Chef, Poultry: A prisoner of war for four years. Now at thirty-eight he has an easygoing nature. Nothing really upsets him, but then nothing excites him either. He drinks steadily throughout the day and by nightfall is blissfully drunk instinctively capable. Flirts with the waitresses.


-Alfredo: an old chef, about sixty-five. He is a typical cook in that he will help nobody and will accept no help. He is the fastest worker there and sets to straight away. He speaks little.

-Hans: a German boy, nineteen, pimply and adolescent. He is working in London through a system of exchange. He speaks very bad English and is impressed by anything flashy. He is sensitive.


-Peter: is the main character. A young German, aged twenty-three, who has worked at the Tivoli for the last three years. He is boisterous, aggressive, too merry and yet good-natured. He speaks good English but with an accent, and when he is talking to a people he tends to speak into their ear as thought he were telling them a secret. It is a forced laugh “Hya Hya Hya”. There is also a song he sings which ends in exactly the same laughter. Somehow its maniacal tone is part of the whole atmosphere of the kitchen.


-Kevin: the new young man, Irish, twenty-two. He spends most of his time being disturbed by the mad rush of the work and people around him. 

-Gaston: a Cypriot by birth, forty-odd, slight and dark-complexioned. Everyone-is-his-friend until he starts to work.


-Michael: he’s eighteen. He what his dialogue will make him.


-Bertha: large woman, coarse, friendly, narrow-minded, Jewish.


-Mangolis: young Cypriot boy, cheeky, hard-working, dashing in and out of fast-moving kitchen, replenishing plates on hot-plate.


-Annie: Irish, soft-spoken, thirty-five, easy-going.


-Max: a stout man of fifty. Loud-mouthed, smutty. He has a cigarette continually drooping from his mouth, and like Frank drinks steadily all day till he is drunk.


-Nicholas: young Cypriot who has lived in England and speaks reasonable English but with an accent. Speaking in language and working in a capacity socially superior to his compatriots, who are dishwashers. He tries to imitate Frank and Max by becoming drunk by the end of the day.

-Raymond and Paul: Paul is a young Jew; Raymond is an Italian who speaks perfect English. They are the pastry cooks. The rush of the kitchen does not affect them; they work hard.

-Chef: a large man about fifty-nine. The less that is brought to his attention, the happier he feels. He rarely speaks to anyone except with Frank, Max, and Nicholas. He’s so rude.


-Mr Marango: an old man of seventy-five he’s the proprietor. He sad look is really one of self-pity.

·Plot:


In that play we can see the personal life of Arnold Wesker which works in a kitchen. In that we can see the insults of the partners of work because they are not to the same country, like the insults against Peter and Hans. Furthermore we can see this in the relationship between the cook and the waitress. We can see this situation in the murder of Violet caused by Peter. Furthermore, we can see the hounding of the workers by their boss because Peter says that they work more than 8 hours per day.

From my point of view I like this perform because you can see the problems that happen in a kitchen, that nobody knows about it only the person who works in it.
