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GROUP: A
I am going to compare “Waiting for Godot”, by Samuel Beckett and “Party time”, by Harold Pinter. Both of these writers are the main performers of the theatre of the absurd and amongst the most important authors in the 20th century.

Theatre of the absurd means that both of the authors write this to show the audience how stupid some situations are in our life. When people see these performances they could see themselves represented in them.

In the first place in “Waiting for Godot”, all the performance, Estragon and Vladimir are near a tree waiting for Godot, who both of them have never seen before. Example (act 1, page 14):
-Estragon:” Let’s go”
-Vladimir:” We can’t”

-Estragon: “Why not?”

-Vladimir:”We are waiting for Godot”

This question and this answer is a constant in all the performance.

That scene could be similar in “Party Time” in which all the time they are waiting to be rich, and be part of a high social class and have all the privileges that this social class has. Example (act 1, page 284-285):
-Dusty:” What’s going on?”

-Terry:” Tell him about the new club. I’ve just been telling him about the club. She’s a member.”

In second place, another thing that is similar in both performances is that they are always thinking about the death, and all the dramatis personae are waiting for his/her death but in the two performances it never arrives.
In “Waiting for Godot”, Vladimir and Estragon always mention the rope, that they would use to kill themselves if Mr.Godot doesn’t appear. In that case the rope represents the way to die, but as we are in the theatre of the absurd they don’t have anyone and they are going to use Estragon’s belt, but it isn’t long enough. I think it is funny, because Estragon says that his trousers fall down. Example page 93, act 2:
-Vladimir:” Show all the same. (Estragon loosens the lord that holds up his trousers which, much too big for him, fall about his ankles. They look at the cord).It might do at a pinch. But is it strong enough?”

-Estragon:”we´ll soon see. Here. (They each take an end of the cord and pull.They almost fall.”

-Vladimir:” Not worth a curse”.
In the same way, in “Party Time” they are always mentioning the clubs that they are going to bring up.
T
he club was not founded because it was only an idea like Godot in the other perform. When they think that all of this was real, Jimmy who mention again the death, because the new club have alcoves too. The two performances finish in the same way, remembering to the audience the dead.

In my opinion, the performers are always talking about the dead because it was one of the biggest fears of all the societies at this time, nowadays, and in the future. Furthermore, the performance wants to show the people the real society where they are living. In Party Time all people in a low class wanted to pass to a high social class to become part of the bourgeoisie; and in Waiting for Godot,the way were all the people comes to the tree, is probably the way to a better life for Vladimir and Estragon.
I like this type of theatre because it shows you the reality and it isn’t manipulated like news in TV, radio, magazines or newspapers.                                                                        
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