TITANIA (MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM)
Does she manipulate, or is she manipulated?

At first sight, one could think Titania, one of the characters in Midsummer Night’s Dream, by Shakespeare, is a great manipulator, since she appears as the queen of the fairies and the fantastic world, which has power over the real and the unreal. However, I personally think she does not manipulate as much as she is manipulated, and I will try to show this idea through this paper.

In her first appearance in the play, Titania seems to be at the same level of power as Oberon. Both of them appear on stage followed by their own trains, and from different doors (II, I: stage direction, between 59-60) which seems to be opposite, but at the same level too. She herself shows this equality of power, as the “parents and original” (II, I: 117) of the real world.


They have a discussion in which they show their mutual jealousy, as Titania indicates in her third speech: “These are the forgeries of jealousy” (II, I: 81), and this jealousy is the main reason for the manipulation Titania suffers and imposes over others. However, the jealousy felt by Oberon is mainly due to his desire to have the changeling boy Titania has obtained from an Indian woman who “being mortal, of that boy did die” (II, I: 35).

In the beginning, Titania is able to maintain the boy with her, despite Oberon’s attitude. She does not allow him to have the boy as his henchman. Thus, at this moment, she is quite immovable; she is not manipulated by Oberon. Nevertheless, I personally think she is not as powerful as she seems in front of Oberon, since she does not really argue with him about the child, but she simply tells him she is not going to give him the changeling boy. She just leaves with her train because they “shall chide downright, if I longer stay” (II, I: 45), which seems to be an excuse not to keep on arguing with Oberon, from my point of view.

This is one of the moments in which we can see Titania can only firmly manipulate her fairies, but not anyone else. And this idea is reinforced if we pay attention to the rest of the play, specifically to the subplot of the peculiar love story between Titania and Bottom.

As we know from the play, Titania falls in love with Bottom because Oberon squeezes a special flower on her eyes (II, II: stage direction, between 27-28). Once again, we can see how Titania is manipulated by Oberon, and how she manipulates her fairies to take care of Bottom, her “sweet love” (IV, I: 28); even Bottom takes power himself to manipulate Titania’s fairies for his own benefit, to scratch his head and to get honey to eat (IV, I: 7, 10-18). Thus, I would even say Titania is being manipulated by Bottom, since she does not prevent him from taking benefit from her and her train.


Anyway, this manipulation by Bottom over Titania is the product of another kind of manipulation at a higher level, which is Oberon’s manipulation over her. Titania agrees with everything Bottom does because he is “artificially” in love with him because of Oberon’s spell.

Oberon, by manipulating Titania, is able to achieve his main aim: the changeling boy. However, the scene in which this boy is transferred to him is not directly shown within the play, but indirectly shown through Oberon’s speech to Puck in which he tells he had “upbraid her, and fall out with her” (IV, I: 51) till finally he asked Titania “of her changeling child; which straight she gave [him]” (IV, I: 60-61). In this scene, Oberon blackmails Titania, in a way. He promises to undo the spell in return for getting the Indian boy.


Once Oberon has obtained this boy, we find the weakest Titania in the play. She herself recognises Oberon as his “lord” (IV, I: 100), and asks him to tell her everything that has happened, since her love story with Bottom seems to have been a dream to her.


Thus, this is the highest manipulation Titania suffers. She is so manipulated by Oberon that she is not able to distinguish a dream from something that has really happened to her, since, although Titania belongs to the fantastic world, she has been in love with Bottom, this has not been a simple dream.

In conclusion, I would answer to the question at the beginning of this paper that Titania is manipulated rather than manipulating others by herself. Her main manipulator is Oberon, of course, as it has been shown here. Although she seems to be a powerful queen, every move she makes is because of Oberon’s orders.

She is so manipulated that she is not able to keep the changeling boy by her side, which seemed to be her personal gain at the beginning of the play. She continues having the power over her fairies through the whole play, but she even manipulates them to fulfil Oberon’s desires, as it happens in the final scene, when they go together with their trains to bless Theseus’s house (V, I: 385-388).

Thus, what Titania obtains at the end of the play is less than she had at the beginning: she just has her fairies and Oberon’s power over her, hidden by their renewed kind relationship.
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