


Petruccio, a citizen of Verona, travels to Papua when his father dies. He has one objective: to marry a woman with enough money to “share” with him. It doesn’t matter what this woman is like, when his supposed, so-called friend Hortensio tells him about Katherine and her dowry, he doesn’t think twice.

Petruccio meets Katherine and sees her as a challenge for him. It isn’t relevant to him if she is a beautiful woman or how “shrew” she is.

His character is difficult to interpret because we could think of him as a selfish man who is only interested in money but we could also see him as a stubborn and obstinate man, as extravagant and “shrew” as Katherine, who wants to “tame” a woman to help her to be a member of her society who feels happy and loved by him.
From the very beginning Petruccio is testing Katherine, contradicting her, getting on her nerves, turning her speeches into sexual connotative ones, telling her explicitly that he is there to “tame” her, thinking of her as a wild animal: 
“Come, come, you wasp, I’faith you are too angry”
 “Who knows not where a wasp does wear his sting? In his tail” 
“What with my tongue in your tail?” (Act II, scene I,  207-214).
 Furthermore, he tells her that her father has agreed to his proposal and a dowry has been settled so they will marry soon. 
“Thus in plain terms: your father hath consented 
That you shall be my wife, your dowry ’greed on, 
And will you, nill you, I will marry you” ( Act II, scene I, 261-272). 
There is no option for her. This speech is very important too because Katherine knows about Petruccio’s intentions and, implicitly consents to marry him.
Petruccio uses a lot of techniques to “tame” Katherine: 
· Before the wedding: he shows her that her verbal acuity and quick wit are matched by him, he exerts much pressure over her when he tells her father that she agrees to marry him when, in fact, she has not. 
· At the wedding: He humiliates her by wearing absurd clothing, arriving late, and riding a run-down horse, and moreover he forces her to leave immediately after the ceremony. 
“And, honest company, I thank you all,

That have beheld me give away myself

To this most patient, sweet and virtuous wife:

Dine with my father, drink a health tome;

For I must hence; and farewell to you all.” (Act III, scene II)

· After the wedding: He decides to tame her in a nice and kind way, pretending he cannot allow her to eat because the food isn’t good enough, or to sleep because the bed is not comfortable enough.
 “’Tis burnt; and so is all the meat.

What dogs are these! Where is the rascal cook?

How durst you, villains, bring it from the dresser, 

And serve it thus to me that love it not?

Theretake it to you, trenchers, cups, and all” (Act IV, scene I)

He has also a problem with alcohol and in different occasions we can see him drunk and speaking nonsense that, as the play is a comedy, make us laugh and enjoy ourselves while reading. Petruccio doesn’t mince words; somebody says that all kids and drunk always say the truth and we can apply it here, he says what he thinks without considering if it can hurt somebody's feelings.
In the play we can observe Petruccio interacting with other characters. We see that he has one friend, Hortensio, who tries to make profit of him joining Petruccio with Katherine, letting him the way to go in with Bianca, Katherine’s sister. 
 When Petruccio meets Baptista, he is very confident of himself and speaks with eloquence and persuasiveness, amazing and astonishing Baptista. 
With Grumio and his other servants he has a persuasive and aggressive role. He doesn’t deal with them as equals, he feels himself as a superior and more important person even when he seems not to have too much money, that’s the reason because he wants to get a rich wife. Or maybe he is a selfish miserly man who only thinks about richness.

At the end, when they all are eating in the marriage feast, he considers himself better than others. He seems to be of the opinion that men are above women but, furthermore, he believes himself the best one for taming his wife better than the other husbands. 
“Nay, I will win my wager better yet

And show more sign of her obedience, 

Her new-builg virtue and obedience,

See where she comes and brings your forward wives.” 
(Act V, scene II)

Although all said, at the end of the play we can perceive love between them. Petruccio is proud of Katherine and how he has tamed her, being now a disciplined and controlled person who seems to be in love with him too.
If we gather together the information of this character we can assure that he plays an irreplaceable role, unique and inimitable who gives a bright and cheerful atmosphere to the play and, without him or changing the way he moves along the story, this comedy hadn’t been so well-known.
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