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Plot and structure 

10 Things I hate about you is a typical American romantic comedy about teenagers in a High School with its even more typical happy ending. In this film we can distinguish the well-known characters usually present in this type of comedies such as the good-looking bad boy who ends being a good one, the friendly handsome boy who is the person chosen to organize and develop all the plot, the best friend who helps to get an aim (the desired Bianca), the pretty girl all the boys love and the bad one who nobody wants, etc. Moreover, the typical elements in American films are portrayed: the graduation ball, the big party in somebody’s house, alcohol, the High School and its football team (here with the peculiarity that it is a female team)… All these elements combine in a plot loosely based on Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew.
The story starts when Cameron, a boy who has just arrived to a new school, falls in love with Bianca Stratford, a beautiful and popular girl. Michael Eckman, the newfound best friend of Cameron explains him that she is a forbidden girl because her father doesn’t allow Bianca to date before her sister Katarina does. Katarina is a rebel girl who doesn’t think in boys at all because she suffered some bad experiences in the past. Cameron and Michael decide to find somebody willing to date Kat, so that Cameron is able to date Bianca. They discover Patrick Verona, a tough guy with a bad reputation who could be the perfect date for Kat. Joey Donner, a self-centred rich model who is also interested in Bianca, helps them without knowing the real intentions and pays Patrick some money.

During the strange relationship and courtship between Patrick and Kat they fall in love with each other. Meanwhile Bianca falls in love with Cameron, who, just as in the original text, had become her teacher. At the end of the film Joey tells Kat that Patrick was dating her with her only because of money, and Kat, angry and sad, writes a poem the next day for her literature class listing the “ten things” she hates about Patrick; finally admitting that she can’t forget him. Patrick tries to apologize and with the money Joey paid him he buys Kat a guitar. This makes her love stronger and the film ends with three new formed lovely pairs: Patrick and Kat, Michael and Bianca and Joey and Kat’s best friend, Mandella (after the two discover a mutual love for Shakespeare).
Shakespeare’s The Taming of the Shrew is divided in two different scenes that compound the prologue (the induction scene) and five more acts. Shakespeare does not offer precise time references, but the story is probably developed in one month. In Gil Junger’s
 10 Things I Hate about You, the story develops in one academic year approximately, since the main characters, Katharine and Bianca, start and finish the year in the high school. The film is set in the 21st century, in Padua High School, Tacoma (USA), while the play it is set in the 16th‘s century Padua (Italy). We can find many similarities in both the play and the film, like the names of the main characters. Apart from this, there are also many other references to Shakespeare’s plays or life in the film (the surname of the main characters in the film is Stratford, a reference to Shakespeare’s birthplace, for example). Each story is carried out in a different place but both have the same aim, that is, the father of Bianca and Katarina or Katharine desires the best for his daughters, and in the play he will not allow that her younger daughter, Bianca, marries until a husband is found for his older daughter, Katharine. In the film he will not allow his daughters to go out at night with boys because they are adolescents, and he maintains the idea: the younger daughter will not go out at night until the older daughter does. He is a gynaecologist and he is afraid her daughters get pregnant. 

Characters
Regarding the characters and casting, the major characters are present in both works, and only the servants and those characters that just appear in the prologue disappear in the film. A middle-class American family would not have servants nowadays. However, the paternal figure of Baptista is maintained in the new version, but with a background that makes it easier for the audience to understand why does he adopt a conservative personality and why he is a male chauvinist regarding Kate and Bianca’s education. He is the unique character in both works that maintains a traditional personality and enables both stories not only to have a male chauvinist sense but also to have an exciting plot where a lot of suitors will fight to get the sweetie Bianca, and in fact, all of them must deal with Kate, who has an aggressive character in opposition to her sister. At the end of both works, Kate “The Shrew” is somehow transformed into a loyal, submissive girl.

We can see the characters differences and similitudes between the original play and the film in the chart we enclosed in the appendix.

Cinematographic Techniques 
The first impression we get from a film is usually the most important to decide whether it is worthy or not. In this case, the opening sequence is filmed to catch our attention and in some way explains and anticipates the plot, and what will happen in the rest of the film
. In this film the opening sequence give us clues about the setting and the major characters involved in the plot (Cameron’s new friend, Michael, introduces all of them at the very beginning).

The story starts “in media res”, in the middle of the action, and the characters themselves explain the situation to the audience. After this scene, the director uses a long shot to show us the grounds of the high school and then, using a medium shot, the camera focuses on the main characters meanwhile he describes them. Despite of these shots the most important aspect in this film are the close-up shots because there are a lot of important romantic dialogues and with this type of angle we can distinguish better the reactions of the characters.

The locations and exterior shots are filmed in Tacoma and Seattle, Washington. The high school’s exterior was shot at Tacoma’s Stadium High School. A brief scene takes place at the Fremont Troll in Seattle and another one of Kat and Patrick’s date takes place at Gasworks Park.

One of the most important visual resources the director uses to show us how a character will be are their costumes, the clothes they use. In this 20th – 21st century film we can suspect or imagine how the characters are watching their modern clothes. There are different models: Patrick and Kat wear dark clothes at the beginning when they are supposed to be unsociable and while their personality develops their clothing changes too into colourful ones. We can also see that Bianca and her posh friends are all very well-dressed and they use make up, and all the boys of their same group are also very well dressed (the most noticeable is Joey). A third group may be the different “social” classes Cameron sees at the beginning of the film when Michael is introducing them. We watch the chess-team dressed with suits, well-combed… the hippies with big clothes and dreadlocks in their hairs while they smoke marihuana and so on.
In the soundtrack of the adaptation, that contains 14 different songs, the original song scripted for Patrick to sing to Kat to gain her forgiveness (I Think I Love You by the Partridge Family
) clearly stands out over the rest. The director gives great importance to music and he manages to maintain Shakespeare’s essence through modern music. It is especially important in the relationship of Kat and Patrick. For example, there is a poster on the wall of Kat’s room advertising the band called TheGits, whose lead singer Mia Zapata was killed in 1993. This goes along with Kat’s taste for bands like Bikini Kill and The Raincoats that Patrick uses to gain her confidence and friendship. They also go to a live concert of some of these groups.
Finally, we must say that the sound effects used in this film are diegetic sound, where the sound is seen in the moment it takes place but we can distinguish also some non-diegetic sound when commentaries are made and when they aren’t seen explicitly in the scene. 
All of these technical elements are developed together so that the Shakespearean message gets to the audience.
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