NARRATIVE TENSES WORKSHEET
Narrative tenses are the grammatical structures that you use when telling a story, or talking about situations and activities which happened at a defined past time.

When narrating past events, DO NOT mix past and present tenses (avoid using the present perfect and present simple), as these will confuse the reader/listener about when things really happened.
Here are the most common narrative tenses and how they are used:

PAST SIMPLE
The past simple tense is used:

a) To express a completed action at a definite time in the past. The separate events which occur in sequence in a narrative are expressed using this tense.
E.g. I woke up at half past seven yesterday; I had a shower and ate some breakfast. I left for work at quarter past eight.
N.B. The past simple is the most common tense after 'when?’

b) to express habits.

N.B. Used to + verb is often used to express past habits and states that happened in the past, but do not happen now. Used to can not be used for actions which only occured once.

Eg. I used to work for Petrobrás. (I don't work for them now)

I didn't use to like living in Ipanema. (I do like it now)

Where did you use to go for lunch? (You don't go there now)
PAST CONTINUOUS 

As with all continuous tenses, the past continuous gives the idea of activity and duration.

The past continuous is used:
a) To describe the situation in which the events of the narrative occurred. Also to set the scene of the story: background information.
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E.g. When I saw her (1), she was wearing (2) a blue dress and was driving (2) a Mercedes.
b) to express an activity in progress at a time in the past.
N.B. The past continuous is the most common tense after 'while' in questions and statements.
The past continuous also expresses the idea of:

An interrupted activity

Eg. She was cooking dinner when the door bell rang. (She cooked dinner = she finished it)

An unfinished activity

Eg. I was reading a book yesterday. (I read a book... = I finished reading the whole book)

A repeated action

Eg. They were shooting at the enemy. (They shot.... = They fired the gun one time only)

A temporary situation

Eg. He was standing on the corner waiting for a bus. (It stood on the corner. = Permanent situation)
PAST PERFECT SIMPLE

The past perfect simple is used

a) to show that an action or situation happened BEFORE the events in the narrative described in the simple past.
I woke up at half past seven yesterday. I had slept very badly because there had been a power cut during the night.
N.B! It is bad style to use too many verbs in the past perfect. As soon as it is clear that the events happened before the time that the narrative is set, use the simple past.
PAST PERFECT CONTINUOUS

The past perfect continuous is used for longer activities that were happening continuously up until a specified time in the past.

He looked very tired (1), he had been working very hard (2) over the past three weeks.
As with the past continuous, the past perfect continuous can show the following:

Unfinished activity

Eg. He hadn't heard the telephone ring because he'd been reading.

Repeated activity

Eg. I was tired. I'd been cutting wood all day.

With the past perfect simple, the focus is on the completed activity.

Eg. He'd read three reports that morning.

He'd cut a huge pile of wood.

PRACTICE

Put the verb in brackets into the correct form. Where both the past simple and past perfect simple are possible, write 'BOTH'.

  1. Until I ____________ (explain) the situation to her I felt guilty.

2. After I ____________ (finish) my lunch I went back to work.

3. When the police ____________ (interview) me they let me go home.

4. As soon as I got home my brother ____________ (go out).

5. The children had to stay in until the rain ____________ (stop)

6. When I ____________ (see) John coming towards me I walked in the other direction.

7. I phoned my mother to find out why she ____________ (not write) for so long.

8. We stayed in our seats until the film ____________ (finish).

Continue the following sentences using the words in bracket in either the past perfect simple or continuous.

  1. My landlord threw me out of my flat because (not pay the rent for six months / and break all the windows)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2. When I eventually got to the meeting I was bad tempered and exhausted! I (sit in traffic jam 45 minutes / motorist bump into me / and get completely lost)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3. By the time 5 o'clock arrived Brenda was furious. She (wait for an hour / drink six cups of tea / and they still not arrive)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. I was so depressed that I couldn't do the exam. I (study every day for two months / and give up see my friends)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
