PHAEDRA’S LOVE

Phaerdra’s Love is a drama written by Sarah Kane; was presented on The Gate Theatre in London, at 1996.

Dramatis personae:

In this play appear a lot of characters; I’ll do a description of some of the most important personae. Hippolytus is a boy who is very ignorant and spends the time drinking and masturbated. Phaedra is Hippolytus stepmother; is a woman older than him and is in love with him. She tries to find the love because her husband is always traveling and never stay whit the family. Strophe is the Phaedra’s daughter; she doesn’t understand the feelings of her mother and have a distant relation with her stepbrother. 

In that play Hippolytus and Phaedra’s are the principal characters and the trama is based on his relation. The boy seems sick; he has a mental problem and never exits home. Phaedra’s is in love with his stepson because she spends a lot of time with him trying to help him. Both keep sexual relations only. Appears a doctor to help Hippolytus during the play; but he doesn’t get to help him, because his problem is physical and the medicaments can’t cure him. The play is complicated when Strophe threatens Hippolytus of tells the relation to her father…but he tries to tell Phaedra that Strophe kept sexual relations with her stepfather. 
After that, the story occurs in the prison where is Hippolytus, he’s accused of killing a woman. Then occur some incidents: Phaedra commits suicide and finally all the people know their relations. Then Hippolytus is killed in the bonfire. At last some of the characters died, Phaedra, Hippolytus and his father, Theseus.
In relation with space we can say that appears two concrete places: the family house and the prison; the first one is a closed space, and the prison is a closed space too but is described like an open place, where stay all the citizens watching the deaths of the characters, is like the street.

In that play is used a colloquial language and is easier to understand it. Is used a language like the verse, because the play is contemplated in an old age, in the medieval age. With this referent we can suppose that the characters wear traditional clothes.

In my opinion this play is funny because contain is not usual and is very interesting. The behaviour of the characters is atypical because I haven’t read something similar before, and this fact grabs my attention. This is the first play that I have read and I can say that it was the most easily because it’s short and funny…I didn’t bored reading the play.
ÀNGELA MARCO MARTÍ

