                     Thomas Stearns Eliot

Brief biography
Thomas Stearns Eliot, better known as T.S.Eliot  was born in September 26, 1888 in Missouri. He was a poet, critic, dramatist and one of the most important English poets of the twentieth century. He studied philosophy in Harvard University. He goes to Germany to study, but because of the war he had to stay in London, where he met many personalities such as Virginia Woolf and her husband, Ezra Pound, James Joyce, etc. Since 1917 he starts publishing many of his works with “The waste land “ as the poem which made him famous. In 1922 he founds Criterion, a very influential magazine. During this years Eliot suffered various nervous disorders. In 1927 he adopts British nationality. He dies in London January 4, 1965.
Conversation Galante                                   
  I observe: 'Our sentimental friend the moon!

Or possibly (fantastic, I confess)

It may be Prester John's balloon

Or an old battered lantern hung aloft

To light poor travellers to their distress.'

She then: 'How you digress!'

And I then: 'Some one frames upon the keys

That exquisite nocturne, with which we explain

The night and moonshine; music which we seize

To body forth our vacuity.'

She then: 'Does this refer to me?'

'Oh no, it is I who am inane.'

'You, madam, are the eternal humorist,

The eternal enemy of the absolute,

Giving our vagrant moods the slightest twist!

With your aid indifferent and imperious

At a stroke our mad poetics to confute--'

And--'Are we then so serious?' 
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Analyzing the poem
The main theme on this poem is the moon. In the first stanza Eliot refers to the moon as our sentimental friend. Then he names several things that the moon could be similar to. He compares the moon with a balloon and with a lantern: It may be Prester Jhon’s balloon … Or an old battered lantern hung aloft…
 In the third line appears a personal name, Prester Jhon. (It may be Prester Jhon’s balloon…). The name of Prester Jhon is famous because of a curious incident occurred during the twelfth century; At this time, a mysterious letter began circulating around Europe. This letter was supposedly written by a king known as Prester Jhon. It told of a magical kingdom in the East that was in danger of being invaded by barbarians, and requested help of Christian European armies. This legend sparked geographic exploration across Asia and Africa. In 1117, Pope Alexander III sent his friend Master Philip to find Prester Jhon, but he never did.
The four first lines of the first stanza are things that Eliot say, and we know it because the poem starts with… I observe… But in the last line the moon is the one who speaks, … How you digress! Then in the following stanza Eliot starts speaking again, … And I then…
The poem can tell us how Eliot feels. In this first stanza he says that the moon is useful … To light poor travellers to their distress…  Then in the next stanza he also says, … The night and moonshine; music which we seize … To body forth our vacuity… Maybe this could be the way he feels, as a poor unfortunate man, completely empty. 
In the last lines of this stanza he writes again as if the moon was speaking. …She then: Does this refer to me?.. and Eliot answers,.... Oh no, it is I who am inane… Again this could be meaningful because maybe this is the way he feels, as something useless.

In the last stanza Eliot changes a bit his vision about the moon. Along the two first stanzas, after reading what Eliot says about the moon, you think about something beautiful and harmonious, … Our sentimental friend the moon!...  … That exquisite nocturne… But in the last stanza, this changes … The eternal enemy of the absolute…
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