Death in Wilfred Owen’s poetry

Wilfred Edward Salter Owen ( March 18, 1893 – November 4, 1918) was an English poet born in Oswestry , Shropshire. During the First World War he was considered one of the most important poets. In 1915 he joined the army, but after some traumatic experiences he was sent to Craiglockhart War Hospital in Edinburgh for treatment, were he met a poet called Siegfried Sasson.
 In 1918 he returned to active service in France. He was killed in action at the Sambre-Oise Canal just a week before the war ended.

Only three of Owen’s poems were published before his death.  After Owen’s death Sassoon helped with the publication of his entire collection.
Im going to analyse Greater Love, poem wrote by Wilfred Owen and published by his friend Siegfried Sasson after Owen’s death.
Greater Love
Red lips are not so red 
As the stained stones kissed by the English dead. 
Kindness of wooed and wooer 
Seems shame to their love pure. 
O Love, your eyes lose lure 
When I behold eyes blinded in my stead! 

Your slender attitude 
Trembles not exquisite like limbs knife-skewed, 
Rolling and rolling there 
Where God seems not to care; 
Till the fierce Love they bear 
Cramps them in death's extreme decrepitude. 

Your voice sings not so soft, - 
Though even as wind murmuring through raftered loft, - 
Your dear voice is not dear, 
Gentle, and evening clear, 
As theirs whom none now hear 
Now earth has stopped their piteous mouths that coughed. 

Heart, you were never hot, 
Nor large, nor full like hearts made great with shot; 
And though your hand be pale, 
Paler are all which trail 
Your cross through flame and hail: 
Weep, you may weep, for you may touch them not. 

Wilfred Owen 

Analyzing the poem
Greater Love is a response to Swinburne’s poem Before the Mirror inscribed to J.A. Whistler.

White rose in red rose-garden
Is not so white;
Snowdrops that plead for pardon
And pine for fright
Because the hard East blows
Over their maiden rows
Grow not as this face grows from pale to bright.
Those lips which were red now aren’t  so red, the eyes lose lure and turn blind. After reading the first stanza, I guess that those lips which Owen says that are not so red might be blue because they are dead.

   In the second stanza Owen mentions to God. 

                        Where God seems not to care…
   Owen’s faith in religion was strong in his youth, but his conviction failed                                                                        him as he got older and began to explore poetry, in which he held his version of truth 
that he could not reconcile with God.
Owen was one of the first to experiment with some particular techniques such as Pararhyme, where the consonants in two different words are the same but the vowels are different. In this poem occurs the contrary, in many verses appear more than one word with different consonants and equal vowels. For instance; line 4 and 5, pure/lure; lines 15, 16 and 17, dear/clear/hear; lines 22 and 23, trail/hail.  There are also some some cases were we can find Pararhymes, but instead of  grammatically, phonetically; lines 9, 10 and 11, there/care/bear; lines 21, 22 and 23, pale/trail/hail.
In the third stanza Owen continues remembering things such as the voice before being dead. The sound of the voice was softer before death; Now earth has stopped their piteous mouths that coughed.
In the line 22 of the last stanza appears the word trail which is used in the military sense of “trail arms”. Hearts become great after being shot, you can cry but you may not touch them.
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